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it | Nome. CCCCLXIIL, 
The SPECTATOR. 
Omnia qua fenfu volvuntur vota adiurno | 
. Peétore fopito reddit amica quies. 
Venator defeffa toro cum membra reponit 
Mens tamen ad fylvas & fua luftra redit. 
Fydicibus lites, aurigis fomnia currus, 
Vanaque notturnts meta cavetur equis. 
Me quoque Mufarum ftudium fub notte filenti 
_ Artibus afjuetis follicitare folet. © Claud. 
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. Wes lately entertaining my felf with compar- Than Heav’n permits, nor mine ,though doubled more 
‘ing Homer’s Ballance, in which Jupiter isre- To trample thee as mire: for proof look up, 
prefented as weighing the Fates of. Hecfor and And read thy lot in yon celeftzal Sign, [weak, 
‘Achilles, with that of Virgil, wherein that Dei- . Where thou art weigh'd and own, how light, how 
js introduced as weighing the Fates of Turaxs If thou refift, The Fiend look'd up, and knew 
c£neas, I then confidered, how the fame His mounted Scale aloft; uor more, but fled 
y of thinking prevailed in the Eaftern Pans of — Murm'ring, and with him fledthe foades of night, 
World, as in thofe noble Paffages of Scripture, , 
rein we are told, that the great King’ of Ba- Thefe feveral amufing Thoughts having taken 
‘the Day hefore his Death, had been weighed Pofleffion of my Mind fome time before { went 
the Ballance, and been found wanting. In to fleep, and mingling themfelves with my ordi- 
t Places of the Hoty Writings, the Almigh- nary Ideas, raifed in my Imagination a very odd 
js. defcribed as weighing the Mountains in kind of Vifion. | was, methought, replaced in my 
%s, making the weight for the Winds, know- Study, and feated in my Elbow Chair, where! had 
he Ballancings of the Clouds, and, in others, indulged the foregoing Speculations, with my Lamp 
eighing the Actions of Men, and laying their burning by me, as ufual. Whilft | was here medi- 
alamities together in a Ballance. Msltom, as I tating on feveral Subje&ts of Morality, and con- 
e obferved ina fosmer Paper,had an Eye to fe- fidering the Nature of many Virtues and Vices, as 
ml of thefe foregoing Inftances, in that beautiful Materials for thofe Difcourfes with which | daily 
{age wherein he reprefents the Arch-Angel and entertain the Publick, I faw, methought, a Pair of 
eEvil Spire as addreffing themfelvés forthe Com- Golden Scales hanging by a Chain of the fame Met- 
bat parted by the Ballance which appeared in tal overthe Table that ftood before me; when, ona: 
‘Heavens, and weighed the Confequences offuch fudden, there were great Heaps of Weights thrown 
birel, - down on each fide of them. I found, upon 
i A ee ; examining thefe Weights, they thewed the Value 
Eternal to prevent fuch horrid fray of every thing that isin Efteem among Men. | 
‘Bang forth in Heav'n bis goldep Scales, yet feen made an Effay of them, by putting the Weight of 
Betwixt Aftrea and the Scorpion Sign, Wifdom in one Scale, and that of Riches inano- 
Wherein all things created firft he weigh'd, ther ; upon which the latter, to thew its comparative 
The pendulous round Earth with ballanc’d Air Lightnefs, immediately few up and kickt the Beanz, 
fs counterpoife, now ponders all events, 
Betels and Realiss; ia thefe he putstwo weights But, before I proceed, I mutt inform my 
The fequel vach of parting and of fight, Reader, that thefe Weights didnot exert tlieir Na- 
Gheilatter quick up flew, and kickt the beam; - tural Gravity, till they were laid in the Golden 
Weick Gabriel /pying, thus Lefpake the Fiend, Ballance, infomuch that I could not guefs which 
& 2 was light or heavy, whilft 1 held them in my Hand. 
“Satan I know thy firength, and thouknow ft mine, This 1 found by feveral Inftances,” for upon my 
Neither our own but giv'n; what folly then laying a Weight in one of the Scales, which 
Taboaft what Arms can do, fince thine no more — was inferibed by the Word Eternity: tho’ PE thres: 
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in that of Time, Profperity, Affli@ion, Weatth, 
Poverty, Intereft, Succefs, with many other Weights, 
which in. my Hand feemed very ponderous, they 
were not able to ftir the oppolite Ballance, nor 
could they <have prevailed, though affifted with the 
Weight of the Sun, the Stars, and. the Earib. , 

Upon emptying the Scales, I laid feveral. Ti- 
tles and Hpneurs, with Poinps, Triumphs, aud 
many Weights of the like Nature, in one of them, 
and ieeing a little giittering Weight tie by me, | 
tnrew it accidentally into the other Scale, when, 
to my great Surprize, it proved fo exaét a Coun- 
terpoife, that it kept the Ballance in an Equilibrium. — 
This little glittering Weight was inftribed updn’ the 
Edges cf it with the Word Vanity. 1 found there 
were feveral other Weights which were equally 
Heavy, and exa& Counterpoiles to one another ; a 
few of them | tried, as Avariceand Poverty, Riches 
and Content, with fume others. 


There were likewife feverai Weights that were 
of the fame Figure, and feemed to Correfpond with 
each other, but wereentirely ditterent when thrown 
inte the Scales; as Religion and Hypocritie, Pe-- 
dantry and Learning, Wit and Vivacity, Supertfti- 
tionand Devotion, Gravity and Wifdom, with many 
others. 


Lobferved one part’cular Weight lettered on both 
fides, and upon applying my telf to the Reading 
of it 1 found on onctide, written, In the Dialect of 
Men, and underneath it, CAL AMITIES; on 
the other fide was written, La the Language of the 
Gods, and underneath, BLESSINGS. I found 
the intrinfick Value of this Weight.to be much 


met then | imagined, for it over-powered Health, ~ 


ealth, Good Fortune, and many other Weights, 
which were much more ponderous in my Hand than 
the other. 


There is a Saying among the Scotch,that an Ounce of 
Mother is worth aPound of Clergy ; 1 was fenfible of 
the Truth of this Saying, when | faw the difference 
between the Weight of Natural Parts, and that of 
Learning. The Obfervation which | made upon 
thefe two Weights opened. to me a new Field of 
Difcoveries, for notwithftanding the weight of Na- 
tufal Parts was much heavier tban that of Learn- 
ing, I obferved that it weighed an hundred times 
heavier than it did before, when I put Learning 
into the fame Scale with it. | made the fame Obfer- 
vation upon Faith'and Morality; for notwithftand- 
ing the latter out-weighed the tormer feparately, it 
received a thoufand times mose additional weight 
from its Conjun@ion with the former, than what it 
had by it felf. This odd Phenomenon thewed it felt 
in other Particulars, as in Wit and Judgment, Phi- 
lofophy and Religion, Juftice and Humanity, Zeal 
and Charity, Depth of Senfe and Perfpicuity of 


‘thent. Havingan Opportunity of this Naturein my 


‘Neutral Paper, I thall likewile defire to be filentup.#:' 





Stile, with innumerable other Particulars, ¢ 
to be mentioned in this Paper. ? £00 long 
As a Dream feldom fails of dathing Serio 

with Impertinence, Mirth with Gavi, ae 
1 made feveral other Experiments of .a more ludi. 
crous Nature, by one of which | found tha n 
Englifo Qtavo was very often heavier than a Freap Mem 
Folio; and by another, that an old Greek or Latin! 
Author weighed down a whole Library of Moderns im 
Seeing one of my Specators lying by me, | hide 
it iato one of the Scales, and flung-a two-penay il 
Piece into the other. The Reader will not en a 
into the Event, if ke remembers the firlt Tryal whig, 
I have recorded in this Paper. I afterwards threwit. 
both the Sexes into the Ballance; but as itis not fol: 
my Intereft to difoblige either of them, I thalldefirell” 
to be excufed from telling the Refult of this Experi, 
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Hands, | could not forbear throwing into one Scale | 
thePrinciples of'a Tory, and in the other thofeofal.’” 
Whig; butas [ haveall along declared this to be si 


an te, ty 


der this Head alfo, though upon examining one off’ 
the Weights, [fawthe Word TEKEL Engraven 
on it in Capital Letters. 


I made many other Experiments, but as I haveny i 
room for-them all in this Day’s Speculation, Ima 
perhaps refervethem for another ; and hall only ada 
that upon my awaking | was forry to find my Goll 
den Scales vanifhed, but refolved for the fature oi . 
learn this Leffon from them, ‘not to defpife or vei 
lue any Things for their Appearances, but to repre 
late my Efteem and Paffions towards them accord BF 
ing to their real and intrinfick Value. 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 


This Day is Publih’d, 
The Shining-Sifters. A Poem. Written at Tuy 
bridge. Tae rft, 2d, 3d, 4th and sth Parts of the Odes of Hone, 
with Dr, Hently’s Noces at large. Tranflated into Englith, Alfo 
Iliad of Homer, with a Pretace, Life and Notes by Madam Dace, 
Some Notes by Mr. Johnfon, A large Poetical Index co che whola 
and 26. Copper Plates Copied from cle Originals done ac Paris,, ing 
V is. s2mo. curiovfly Printed with an Biz, Lecter, The new Mi iv 
Iany of Poems, The compleat Court-keeper, The 2d Edition of be Mom 
ftiwutio Legalis ; and the Reverend Mr. Gardiner on che Beati:nden MERION 
= ae fur Bernard Lintoce between the two Temple Gaces in Matar 
s@C UErcer. < * 
Books lately Publithed, 
Abel Roper’s Annals, containing the fecret and 
open alvances cowards a Peace, with proper Reflections and Animal: Be 
V ifiors on the refrac srinefs of fome of the Allies, &c. pr.rs, The 
Proceedings of the Mandarins atd Proatins« f Bricomarcia, at their lat 
Meetng, &-. prot s, ‘CheHiftory of Priace Mirabel, in 3 Pars, p. 
3% AColle&ion of. Qusen Ann's and King William's Speeches, ant 
the Lords and Commons Addr: fis, A Searchafcer Ducch H snefty Se, 
pr.6d. A Jultification of the Dutch, Sec. pr.6d. All at Stake, Br 
nover or Perkyn, pricc3d. A Ramble ot fevcral Years Travels tho’ 
the Mand of Brazil, pr.é d, <A Popith Princein « Proteftart 
ct waat may be exp Ged from one chat Changes his Religion for s IW 
Crown, pr.6 d. All Sold by J. Baker in Pacer-noft.s-row, and B, ba 
ringcon near Effex-ftreet end in the Strand . 








Lia NDON? Printei for Sam. Fuckler, at the Dolphin in Littl<-Britain s ad 
Suld by 4. Baldwin in Warwick-Lase ; where Advertifements are taken in 


as sifo by Charles Lillie, Perfumery. at the Corner of Beauford. Buildingsin 
| | C 


the Sirand. 






